
 

 

Blue Plaque Biggin Hill, Downe & Farnborough 
 

Start at the RAF Chapel of Remembrance entrance to Biggin Hill Airport (TQ410606), near the Hanbury 
Drive request bus 246/320/R2 stop on the A233. Here are two differently worded Blue Plaques, one on either 
pier of the gateway. A replica Hawker Hurricane and Supermarine Spitfire beyond this gateway indicate their 
significant role here during the Second World War. Inside St George’s Chapel of Remembrance (open 11am-
4pm daily, except Tuesdays) are various exhibits, including a retrieved ceremonial sword stolen from the 
Bromley Civic Centre. The Squadron Badges also entrusted to the Council’s care when RAF Biggin Hill closed, 
and the Battle of Britain Nottingham lace panel presented to Beckenham Town Council in 1947 and stolen at the 
same time are still missing! 
 
Walk to Downe. Bromley Council has so far failed to obtain World Heritage status for this locality where 
naturalist Charles Darwin lived for many years and conducted various observations and experiments. A 146 
bus leaves Downe Church (2.8 miles) at 15.20 and 16.20 for Bromley North station via Bromley South. There 
is a half hourly R8 bus service from the Church to Orpington station via Green Street Green. Continue to High 
Elms Country Park. Mounted on a wall beside the gateway to the outbuildings (near the Fives court, facing the 
site of ‘High Elms’) is a Blue Plaque to Sir John Lubbock, First Lord Avebury (1834-1913). There is also a 
Chislehurst Society Plaque at 103 Lubbock Road, Chislehurst, where he lived from 1861 to 1865. In the woods 
on the track from Shire Lane to Farnborough is a memorial to Lubbock family members. Within the churchyard 
is a tall memorial (right) to the family, and (left) the March family vault, topped by a fallen angel sculpted by 
one of them. Their Blue Plaque is missing from the site of their since demolished home at Locksbottom. Finish 
this 5 mile walk at the 358 bus stop in Farnborough High Street.  
 

Blue Plaque Biggin Hill and Keston 
 

Start this walk at the two Blue Plaques outside the former RAF Station Biggin Hill. Follow the east side of the 
A233 northwards to Leaves Green. Fork right (NNE) by footpath to Downe Road, then turn right. Turn left 
(NW) by footpath up to the Wilberforce Oak. Continue NNW along the track leading to the A233 and then 
cross the road to reach Keston Fish Ponds. Rejoin the A233 downhill to ‘Towerfields’ (left). A Blue Plaque on 
its front wall records that fighter operations at RAF Biggin Hill were controlled from here in 1940 and 1941. 
This 3.5 mile walk may be finished at the nearby 320 or R2 bus stops. 
 

Battle of Britain Day, 15 September 1940 
 

Having re-scheduled the invasion of Britain to commence on 20 September 1940, it became imperative for Germany to 
incapacitate RAF Fighter Command before their highly vulnerable invasion barges could safely cross the English Channel. 
After several days of poor weather, a fine day was forecast for 15 September. Unfortunately for the Luftwaffe, a strong NW 
wind slowed its ground speed sufficiently for our fighter aircraft to climb well above them before swooping down on them 
out of the sun. Unlike the lethal firepower of the 20mm cannon fitted to the Me109’s,  our fighters carried the same feeble 
0.303” calibre bullets used in the Lee Enfield rifles of WWI, and the Luftwaffe Stadels pressed on little hindered. However, 
the additional notice enabled numerous aircraft of 12 Group from the Midlands to join 11 Group from SE England to engage 
the enemy massed attacks over London. This came as a great shock to the Luftwaffe, who had no idea that we had been 
mass producing Hurricanes made largely of wood and covered with fabric in small workshops all over Britain, and had 
wrongly assumed that we had few fighters left. Two British pilots whose aircraft had run out of fuel destroyed several 
Dornier bombers by breaking off their empennage which was not built into the rear of their fuselage. One pilot pursued a 
Dornier down the Mall on its way to bomb Buckingham Palace. The photo of the remainder of the aircraft crashing 
vertically near Victoria Station was a wonderful propaganda gift for the Press. Two heroic Polish pilots without fuel took 
the suicidal risk of crashing into bombers of more conventional design. One bailed out and died of his injuries minutes after 
reaching the ground. The Luftwaffe mistakenly assumed that we had adopted ‘kamikaze’ tactics, and that their defeat was 
inevitable. The loss of a state of the art medium bomber and its crew to an obsolescent Hurricane flown by a trainee pilot 
was clearly unsustainable, whilst the crashed bomber would yield enough aluminium to build several Spitfires! Two days 
later, Hitler called off ‘Operation Seeloewe’. We may well have these four relatively unknown airmen to thank for our not 
having been invaded and subjected to Nazi tyranny. Both sides wildly exaggerated their success, mainly due to ‘downed’ 
aircraft being claimed by several attackers. The front page of ‘The Daily Herald’ displayed in the Chapel of Remembrance 
is a typical example. In response to the inevitable question about the veracity of these statistics in the film ‘Battle of 
Britain’, ‘Stuffy’ Dowdell laconically replies: “If our figures our correct, then they will have to give up; if theirs are to be 
believed, then they will be here in London next week!”. In the recently opened Battle of Britain Museum at Bentley Priory, 
visitors can look through a glass wall into his wartime office. National Service conscripts like myself are admitted at a 
reduced admission charge to the Priory, near which I was put to work in 1952-3 in the headquarters offices of the Royal 
Observer Corps, converting their aircraft plotting tables and associated documentation from the UK squared National Grid 
used during WW2 into NATO ‘Georef’ tapering lines of latitude and curved lines of longitude. 


