
 

 

Blue Plaque Beckenham and Anerley 
 

Start outside ‘Zizzis’, 157 High Street, Beckenham (TQ372693). There is a red and gold plaque on the 
wall stating that rock musician David Bowie (born David Jones in 1947, died in 2016) performed here 
(when it was ‘The Three Tuns’) between 1969 and 1973. No Blue Plaque has as yet been erected in the 
Borough to commemorate the recent death of this world famous and highly original musician. However, a 
mural to him has been unveiled in ‘The Glades’ shopping centre in Bromley, a plaque has been added to 
his home in Germany, and Blue Plaques have been erected in Soho and Maidstone.  
 
Walk westwards down the High Street to the War Memorial on the roundabout, then turn left along 
Croydon Road, A222. Children’s writer Enid Blyton once lived with her parents at 13 Westfield Road 
(first turning right). Turn right on reaching Cromwell Road. Singer and film star Julie Andrews (born 
Julia Elizabeth Wells in 1935) lived at No. 15 (left) from 1943 until 1948. Turn left along St James 
Avenue, then left again into Shrewsbury Road. At No. 9 (right) there is a Blue Plaque in memory of 
John Pennington Harman (1914-1944), who was awarded the Victoria Cross for outstanding bravery. 
At the end of the road turn right along Croydon Road to Elmers End.  
 
On the front wall of the St James medical practice at No. 138 (right, far corner of  St James Avenue) is a 
Blue Plaque commemorating Dr John Fry (1922-1994), devoted family doctor and world renowned 
researcher and writer. A short way beyond turn right along Clock House Road, passing No. 35 (left), 
where Enid Blyton lived from 1903 until 1905. Turn right along Cedars Road, then left into Elm Road, 
where Enid Blyton lived at No. 14 (left) from 1912 until 1914, and was baptised at the Baptist Church at 
the corner of the road in 1910. Cross Beckenham Road, A234, and turn left. Fork right down steps beside 
the railway and along a footpath leading to Chaffinch Road.  
 
Turn right to reach No. 95 (left), where there is a Blue Plaque provided by the previous occupant on 
behalf of the Enid Blyton Society to record Enid’s residence there as an infant from 1897 until 1903. 
Turn left into Rowden Road to return to Chaffinch Road, where turn right. Turn right along Thayers Farm 
Road, then turn right along a footpath where this road bends left. Cross allotments to Kings Hall Road, 
then turn left.  
 
At No. 16 (left) there is a Blue Plaque to Frank Edward Bourne, OBE (1855-1945), who as a young 
Colour Sergeant was the most senior NCO at the battle of Rorke’s Drift in 1897. Turn back, then turn 
right under Kent House Station (early finish possibility here after 3.4 miles). Turn left along Barnmead 
Road to Beckenham Road, A234, then cross it to Mackenzie Road.  
 
At No.195 (left) is a Blue Plaque to Walter de la Mare, OM, CH (1873-1956), poet and author, who 
lived there from 1899 until 1908. Cross Elmers End Road, A214, to Witham Road, and next turn right 
into Ashleigh Road. Turn left into Marlow Road, then right along Thornsett Road.  
 
At No. 21 (right) there is a recent Blue Plaque to George Daniels CBE (1926-2011), who lived there for 
20 years, and devised a highly innovative coaxial watch escapement which is used in the Omega brand.  
 
At No. 14 (left) there is a further Blue Plaque to Walter de la Mare, OM, CH, who lived there from 
1912 until 1923.  
 
Next door at No.12 there is a Blue Plaque to Thomas Crapper (1836 sic -1910, engineer, who 
developed the controlled flow water cistern as installed in the Crystal Palace. The walk may be ended on 
reaching the nearby 75/157/197/356 bus stop in Croydon Road, A213 (4.8 miles), or further to the right 
at the 356/358 stop (5.2 miles) after passing Worbeck Road (right), where Walter de la Mare lived from 
1908 until 1912 at No. 5 (since demolished). 
 

Blue Plaque Crystal Palace 
 

This walk starts nearby at Crystal Palace Station. 


